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COMING 
ATTRACTIONS  ---
Virtual State 
Convention  
March 26-27 
 
Northern NV Christmas 
Luncheon 
Dec 4 

Check our website for 
a full list of important 
dates.  

International has 
changed the timeline 
for paying dues. New 
members who join 
mid-year only pay 1⁄2 
dues. Check with your 
treasurer for details.  

You may want to print 
a copy of the 
Nevadagram and put 
it on your table to 
read at your leisure.  

Have you updated 
your DKG profile? 

Annual dues are now 
due by June 30th each 
year.  Thank you to 
those who’ve already 
paid! 😊  

 
Delta Kappa Gamma Society International 

Alpha Chi State Nevada 
State Election 2021 - Slate of Nominations 

 
President: Cheryl Anderson 
1st Vice-President: Karen Laskowski 
2nd Vice-President: Pat Goeppinger 
Secretary: Maxine Emm 
Nominating Committee: North-Pat Hutson, 
South-Emily Ladner, Out-Lying Areas-Juanita 
Karr 

The Delta Kappa Gamma Society 
International promotes professional and 
personal growth of women educators and 

excellence in education. 

DKG International - www.dkg.orgAlpha Chi 
Nevada State  www.deltakappagamma.org/NV/ 

If you find yourselves with some free time, take a few 
minutes to peruse on your own. There’s a lot of interesting 
information on all three that you might not be aware of. 
During my term as Nevada State President, I’ve added five 
new pages to our State website, and Cindy Frazer, our State 
Webmaster, has worked hard to streamline everything to 
make it more user-friendly for us.  
 
I will also send as an attachment the steps for logging on 
to dkg.org if you want to look at your profile or update it, 
or access forms, shop at the DKG Store, etc. You don’t 
need to log on if you just want to read about DKG’s 
history, special events, and programs & projects.  
Cheryl  

EDITOR’S	NOTE	 

I am honored to be the 
Editor for Alpha Chi’s 
Nevadagram. Thank 
you for your 
enthusiastic 
submission of articles 
from your chapters and 
officers. h 

Following are the 
deadlines for coming 
issues:  
May 1, 2021 
July 1, 2021 
September1, 2021 

Please forward this 
information and the 
newsletter to your 
publicity chair and 
president to be 
distributed to all 
members.  

Also, please send your 
newsletters to me in a 
Word Doc, not PDF 
file and send pictures 
separately as they 
cannot be lifted from 
pdf files. Thank you 
for your help. 
Sincerely, 
Gwen Anne Thacker 
Nevadagram Editor 
elkothack@yahoo.com 
775-340-0870 
1222 Graham Lane, 
Fallon, NV 89406  
 



Getting to know our nominees 
 
Cheryl Anderson has been a member of Delta Chapter since 2007 and is currently serving as 
Delta Chapter Co-President.  She has served as State 1st Vice President and is currently our State 
President.  She has served on many committees at chapter, state, and international level.  Cheryl 
retired from teaching after 38 years.  She attended the International Convention in Austin and 
many State Conventions.  She has participated in many Executive Board Meetings and 
Leadership Trainings.  Cheryl is a strong leader and dedicated to the purposes of DKG.  
 
Karen Laskowski is Gamma Chapter’s President and our State 2nd Vice-President.  She 
previously served as Gamma Chapter’s Secretary.  Karen was a member of DKG in 
Pennsylvania and transferred her membership to Gamma Chapter after moving to Nevada in 
2014.  She is a Third Grade Teacher and Science Lead and been teaching for almost 20 years.  
Karen has attended many State Conventions, Executive Board Meetings and Leadership 
Training.  She is not afraid to jump in and assist in promoting the purposes of DKG. 
 
Pat Goeppinger became a member of DKG in the 1990’s in Texas and after moving to Nevada, 
transferred her membership to Gamma Chapter.  Currently she is Secretary for Gamma Chapter 
and serving as State 1st Vice President and Awards Committee Chair.  She previously served as 
President for Gamma Chapter.  Pat retired after 40 years of teaching in 2015.  She has attended 
many State Conventions and Executive Board meetings and a Leadership Training in Eureka.  
 
Maxine Emm is a member and current co-president of Delta Chapter.  She has made a point of 
attending and participating in all aspects of International and State conventions.  Maxine served 
as our State President, State Editor, and is currently serving as our State Recording Secretary, a 
position which she previously held.  She has also served at every officer position at the Chapter 
Level.  Maxine is a dedicated and strong leader who continually strives to make DKG be the best 
educational organization possible. 
 
Pat Hutson is a member of Nu Chapter and taught 30 years in the Washoe County School 
District.  She has twice been Co-President of Nu Chapter.  Pat seems to be into volleyball.  She 
coached and directed Regional and State Volleyball Tournaments for 12 years.  Pat also likes to 
volunteer for Daughter’s 1st Grade Class. 
 
Emily Ladner has served as Co-President and Vice-President for Epsilon Chapter.  She is 
currently serving another term as Chapter Vice-President.  While Co-President, Emily worked 
with Gamma Chapter to coordinate joint meetings and our yearly Founder’s Day Celebration.  
She worked for 23 years as a Special Education Teacher and earned a Masters Degree at the 
Secondary Level. 
 
Juanita Karr is a member of Kappa Chapter in Elko.  She served four years as Chapter 
President and was Co-Chair for the State Convention in Elko.  For 28 years, Juanita was the 
Director of Great Basin College.  Juanita will be taking on quite the job as the representative of 
our rural areas. 
 
**** The above slate of officers has served in their positions for the last two years and wish to have the 
opportunity to represent the state at a convention after the state shutdown is lifted. 



WORDS FROM OUR DKG ALPHA CHI NEVADA STATE PRESIDENT 
 
     Well, we made it through the unique challenges and difficulties of 2020 – with many having 
to weather serious personal and family emergencies.  My heart goes out to the families of the 
eleven dear women we have lost this year in DKG, and to those of you who experienced your 
own illness, hospitalization, and/or loss.  With Covid numbers gradually declining, and with the 
help vaccines may bring us, I am hopeful we may finally find an end to this horrific pandemic, or 
at least resume some sense of normalcy in 2021.  It will be so wonderful to finally be able to 
meet again in person and host our lovely DKG events and celebrations. We could certainly use 
more love, laughter, and sisterhood in our lives right now. 
     I want to especially thank our Chapter Presidents for all they’ve done to keep members 
informed, and for continuing to find creative ways to proceed with the business of our Society. 
Thank you, members, for continuing your community and school involvement efforts with your 
out-reach, donations, scholarships, and Nevada Apple Grants.  Teachers and students need our 
assistance now more than ever before.  Thank you for pursuing and procuring current, 
knowledgeable, and insightful speakers for your virtual chapter meeting programs. I have been 
lucky enough to attend quite a few and found them most interesting and informative.  Thank you 
for the invites!  I want to thank all of you for your kindness in reaching out to our sisters in need 
with phone calls, cards, flowers, gifts, and treats. I was a recipient myself.  I want to thank you 
for your flexibility and willingness to navigate virtual platforms.  I know I was nervous to 
embark on the path of using Zoom for our meetings, but now that I have, I’ve found it to be quite 
useful and I’m so very grateful we have had that means to stay in touch with each other.  I do 
plan on continuing to use Zoom meetings for small groups and committee meetings throughout 
the year, in between our annual Executive Board meetings. 
     Because we have had to cancel another State Convention, the Executive Board officers have 
decided to host a few Convention activities and meetings via Zoom, March 26-27.  Please see the 
schedule posted on the website. I would love you to join us for any or all of the events taking 
place.  We wanted to have a way to honor the memory of our departed DKG sisters, so 2nd Vice 
President, Karen Laskowski, has put together a beautiful PowerPoint presentation for our virtual 
Ceremony of Remembrance with special speakers from each chapter.  Because we have so many 
awards to give out from last year and this year, we also decided to host a separate virtual Awards 
Ceremony to include 2019-2020 and 2020-2021 recipients.  First Vice President, Pat 
Goeppinger. will award the Rose of Recognition and Exemplary Service Awards; I will award 
the Chapter Gold Key Awards; Secretary & Communication’s Chair, Maxine Emm, will 
announce the Chapter Communication Awards; and Leta Rabenstine (Xi) will announce the 
Annie Webb Blanton Scholarship recipients.  Please note on the schedule when these ceremonies 
will occur.  We will have an Executive Board meeting Friday late afternoon for all State 
Officers, Past Presidents, Chapter Presidents, and Committee Chairs; and a General Session 
meeting Saturday morning for everyone.  All members are invited to attend the General Session 
and vote on adopting our State Bylaw revisions and vote on a new slate of officers for the 2021-
2023 biennium (as posted on our website).  We have also designated a time for each chapter to 
present a brief “2020 Covid Year-in-Review”.  We’d love to hear how all of our chapters have 
been faring, and about all the wonderful things you are doing to keep DKG thriving in a virtual 
world! 
     Lastly, I would like to take this time to say a few words about the election of officers.  It was 
with careful deliberation that your current slate of officers has asked to run again for one more 



two-year term.  I contacted International to find out if this would be approved, and according to 
the Constitution, we may serve in the same position for no more than two 2-year terms. Your 
current officers would like the chance to serve again in a more normal and conventional capacity.  
This has been a challenging two years, to say the least.  We are looking forward to, once again, 
having in-person meetings, State & International Conventions, and Leadership Trainings.  I am 
looking forward to resuming my chapter visits across the state.  As always, we appreciate your 
continued support, and we thank you for bestowing on us the great honor of representing Nevada 
State in DKG. 
     Don’t forget to put March 27th on your calendars!  Save-the-Date for our Virtual Nevada 
State Convention! 
 
Until then, mind the snow, ice, and chill factor.  Stay warm and cozy.  Spring will soon be upon 
us.  
 
With much love, 
Cheryl Anderson 
Alpha Chi Nevada State President  

CHAPTER HIGHLIGHTS 
Alpha Chapter 
Alpha Chapter asked our president Gemma Romo to check with the IT teacher at Stead 
Elementary to find out the most pressing needs of students.  There was a strong need for reliable 
laptop computers or tablets students could take home for schoolwork. We decided to donate 
$1200 of our grant-in-aid fund to the purchase of laptops for students at Stead Elementary 
School. Gemma referred us to Kendall Inskip, Executive Director of the Education Alliance of 
Washoe County, which partners with the wonderfully comprehensive Pennington Education 
Foundation. Using our donation and additional funds from other donations, the Education 
Alliance was able to purchase four $335 HP laptops and load them with required instructional 
materials and links.   The computers were delivered to Stead Elementary where the principal, 
ITT teacher, and school counselor determined which four families had the greatest need for 
reliable computers. 
Northern Nevada Chapters were invited to join our February chapter/board Zoom meeting to 
hear our speaker Calen Evans of Empower Nevada Teachers which has the goal of raising K-12 
per-pupil spending to the national average by 2024.  Through its volunteer parents and educators, 
Empower Nevada Teachers encourages state legislators to find ways to attract and retain quality 
educators; reduce class sizes and improve mental health services for students.  If you are 
interested in learning more go to actionnetwork.org 
     We mourn out loss at the death of Doris Nachtscheim on December 11, a fifty- year plus 
member of Alpha Chapter, past Alpha Chi State Treasurer and Nevadagram editor, font of 
wisdom, memories and advice.  We also remember Wilma Birks, another active, fifty-year plus 
member who died September 25, 2020. Both of these wonderful ladies were in their 90’s when 
they passed—tributes to the long-term benefits of being members of The Delta Kappa Gamma 
International Society of Key Women Educators. 
 
Submitted by Melinda Whitney, Alpha Chapter Secretary 
 
***************************************************************************** 



Gamma Chapter   

 

DKG Helps Toys for Tots  

Gamma Chapter of Las Vegas chose to participate in 
the Toys for Tots program this year. Members gave 
personal cash donations towards the purchase of Kohls’ 
plush animal and book combinations, that the company 
offers (at reduced prices as part of their “Kohls Cares 
for Kids Program”). With the money raised, 22 sets of 
characters and their books were purchased. For 
example, the book Pout Pout Fish by Deborah Diesen 
was accompanied by its plush character, as was How 
The Grinch Stole Christmas by Dr. Seuss (seen at left). 
The sets were then delivered to the Marine Corps Toys 
for Tots collection site near Nellis Air Force Base. 
Additionally, Hallmark donated four of their Snow 
Place Like Home books to one member that were 
included in the delivery.  

 
****************************************************************************** 
Theta Chapter  
 
     Theta Chapter continues to hold Zoom meetings this year and we have had a series of very 
interesting and informative speakers. In February, Dr. Margann Duke presented information 
from her research on Brain Structures and ADHD. Members were especially interested in her 
topic which is so relevant for all teachers. Theta invited other chapters to join in for her 
presentation. Our March program will feature our own member, Susan Capistrant, who has just 
completed her doctorate, and will be talking about her research into adult learning, which is quite 
distinct from that of children’s learning styles.  We congratulate Dr. Susan Capistrant for her 
degree from Capella University. 
     Theta again this year will be sponsoring an Art Show at the Moana Nursery in Reno on April 
28. This raises funds for the chapter project of funding educational mini grants, such as the ones 
that are our Apple Awards this year. In 2020, a $100 grant was awarded to Mater Academy for 
student incentive awards. Flori Woodford, Picollo teacher, was given a $100 mini grant for 
reading and math materials for her special needs students. The chapter has been active in 
advertising the availability of mini grants, which require only a simple grant request form to 
make it easily available for teachers. 
 
****************************************************************************** 

 

 



Delta Chapter  
  
2021 beginnings -- Happy President’s Day!  And I hope you all had a relaxing Valentine’s Day!  
      Rosanne led the Pledge, and Margaret, shared her beautiful poem with us for the 
Inspiration.  Congratulations go to Corazon, who won the Attendance Raffle again this month!  
      Diane reported that we have received $1185 from our members contributing to our 
scholarship fund this year.  You have outdone yourselves, ladies!  Wow!  We are in a good 
position now to award our scholarships & grants! My heartfelt thanks! 
     Brenda updated/revised the scholarship letter which was sent out to Carson & Douglas 
principals last week. The deadline for student teachers is April 2; and the deadline for the 
Nevada Apple Grants is April 9.  The Scholarship & Grants Committee will convene to discuss 
the applications after the deadlines.  It was decided that the committee may host Zoom 
interviews with the applicants, as needed.  
     I dropped off the purses at the Advocates for Domestic Violence Shelter in Carson. Annette 
dropped off the coloring books & crayons to Carson Tahoe Hospital.   
      Cindy D. gave an update on Rose of Recognition nominees and explained to the group how 
to vote using the Chat Box.  The committee met briefly after the meeting to determine the 
recipient of this year’s Rose of Recognition.  I will send in the name to the State, along with a 
write-up of the recipient’s outstanding accomplishments.  Since we are not having a State 
Convention banquet again this year, both our 2019-2020 & 2020-2021 recipients will be invited 
to next year’s convention banquet with their dinners being covered by our chapter as stated in 
our chapter rules. 
      Candy prepared a brief presentation on our upcoming annual Book Bash.  Rather than skip it 
again this year, she’d like to host it at her house, but with specifications.  Book bags will be 
prepared outside on her deck and she will take sign-up/reservations for times during the week of 
April 19th. 
     Pam will do a presentation on social emotional learning in March.  Jan, Chris, & Chris’s 
husband, Fred will do a travel presentation in April.  I am going to invite either Calen Evans, 
Red for Education Chair, or Doug Whitener, retired Washoe County administrator & published 
author will present in May.  Betsy also said she may be able to do a travel presentation, as well. 
    Our Christmas luncheon next year:  December 4, 2021, at the Carson Valley Inn in 
Minden.  We will issue the invite to all Northern Nevada DKG members during the virtual State 
Convention. 
     Lastly, as usual, Pam organized a really fun couple of Valentine sisterhood activities to end 
our time together.  For the first time, we used the breakout rooms format, which I’ve just learned 
how to do.  This allows for smaller cooperative groups of 4 or 5 to work together for 10 min., 
and then rejoin everyone in the main room to share.    
     Love you all! 
Cheryl 

 
 

 



Epsilon Chapter 
Ruth Abrams Golden 

      Ruth was born on December 11, 1936 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. She grew up in 
Fishtown in Philadelphia, a working-class neighborhood.  Ruth attended and graduated from 
Philadelphia High School for Girls in 1954, the top academic high school in Philadelphia at the 
time, other than its male-equivalent, Central High School for Boys. Both of these nationally 
ranked high schools required a very difficult academic entrance examination. Everyone was 
required to take four years of Latin and another foreign language for graduation. Ruth attended 
and graduated from Temple University in Philadelphia with a Bachelor of Science Degree in 
Elementary Education in 1958. She continued her education, obtaining a Master of Education in 
1964, as well as 60+ Graduate School Credits beyond a master's degree at the Senior Career 
Teacher Level, required to teach in the public schools of Philadelphia. Ruth obtained 
Pennsylvania State Teaching Certificates in Elementary Education in 1961 and in Early 
Childhood Education in 1988. Although most of her 32-year teaching career was in the School 
District of Philadelphia, she also taught for the Department of Army Civilians for two years in 
the early 1960's in Orleans, France. She visited many countries and made life-long friends. 
     After her European experiences, she, in her own words, "...had better come home and find my 
'Prince Charming,' ...Lucky me, I found him and got married in 1965." Ruth married Harvey 
Golden in 1965. Harvey was also a teacher in the Philadelphia public school district, who had 
graduated from Central High School in Philadelphia and had also graduated from Temple 
University, both for his B.S. and Master of Education degrees. 
     After retiring in 1993, Ruth and Harvey moved to the Richmond, VA area and then to 
Henderson, NV in 1998. While in Henderson, Ruth was involved in many activities and groups 
including Desert Newcomers Club, Alpha Delta Kappa, a teachers' sorority, a supporter for the 
Multi-Generation Center, and a supporter of the Paseo Verde Library. She recently was 
nominated by Barbara Bernstein and Jennifer Neeman of the Epsilon Chapter. 
     Ruth was an active member of Congregation Ner Tamid and its Sisterhood. With Harvey, 
Ruth was very active in Torah Study, Minyan Service and Our Jewish Heritage every Saturday. 
She had made many friends there. 
     After Harvey's passing in April 2019, Ruth struggled and moved to Charlotte, NC, to be 
closer to her son, Eric, and her daughter-in-law. She made friends quickly in a 55+ community.  
     Ruth Golden is survived by her son, Eric Golden and her daughter-in-law, Raffaella 
DeFilippo. A virtual memorial service was held in her honor in January led by Rabbi Sanford 
Akselrad and Cantor Jessica Hutchings at Congregation Ner Tamid. Her interment was in 
Southern Nevada Veterans Memorial Cemetery, in Boulder City, NV. May her memory always 
be a blessing for all. 
                                              ++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
     This has been a difficult time with the variety of DKG members in our chapter with a variety 
of experiences with technology, especially with Zoom. 
    We plan to have a planning session in April for our Founders' Day event in conjunction with 
Gamma Chapter. Epsilon Chapter will be hosting it. We have a few speakers lined up and we 
hope to have one of these speakers at our meeting. Our connection with actually three people 
who are employees at UNLV also work in conjunction with CCDS, Clark County School 
District. This will be quite informative. 
Jennifer Neeman, Co-President  



******************************************************************************
Kappa Chapter  

 

Nu Chapter 
     
****************************************************************************** 
Lambda Chapter 

******************************************************************************         

Omicron Chapter 

Beta Chapter 

 

XI Chapter   

****************************************************************** 

- Per Cindy Frazer --All chapters which currently have websites 
[Alpha, Gamma, Delta, Epsilon, Theta, Kappa, Nu, Xi and 
Omicron] have successfully undergone the recertification process 
with International. 

*****************************************************************************  

 

WATCH FOR LINK 

TO THE FIRST EVER VIRTUAL ALPHA CHI CONVENTION 



State Leadership  

President: Cheryl Anderson (Delta)  

First Vice-President: Pat Goeppinger 
(Gamma)  

Second Vice-President: Karen Laskowski 
(Gamma) 

 Treasurer: Heidi Hull (Omicron) 

 Secretary: Maxine Emm (Delta)  

Parliamentarian: Gwen Anne Thacker (Delta)  

NevadaGram Editor: Gwen Anne Thacker 
(Delta) 

State Website: Cindy Frazer (Gamma)  

Historian: Heidi Hull (Omicron)  

State Committees: 
By-Laws: Gwen Anne Thacker (Delta) Marlene 
Killion (Omicron)  

Communications: Maxine Emm (Delta)  

Finance Chair: Linda Getschman (Nu)  

Leadership: Gwen Anne Thacker (Delta)  

Marlene Killion (Omicron)  

World Fellowship: Pat Geoppinger (Gamma)  

State Membership/Necrology:  

Karen Laskowski (Gamma)  

Nominations: Emily Ladner (South) Gamma 
Juanita Karr (Outlying NV) Kappa Pat Hutson 
(North) Nu 
 

Educational Excellence and Nevada Apple 
Chair: Pat Goeppinger (Gamma)  

Rose of Recognition Chair: Pat Geoppinger 
(Gamma)  

Exemplary Award Committee: Pat 
Goeppinger, Chair (Gamma), 
Cheryl Anderson, State President (Delta), 
Carol Cardillo (Theta), 
Cecelia Neroda (Xi), 
Heidi Hull (Omicron), 
Karen Laskowski, Alternate (Gamma)  

Gold Key Chair: Cheryl Anderson (Delta)  

Martha Schultz Doctoral Scholarship: 
Cheryl Anderson, State President (Delta); 
Heidi Hull, Treasurer (Omicron); 
Susan Capistrant, Past State President 
(Theta)  

Annie Webb Blanton State Scholarship: 
Leta Rabenstine (Xi)  

Emergency Fund: Marlene Killion 
(Omicron)  

Educational Foundation: Karen Laskowski 
(Gamma)  

Arts and Humanities Jury-Nevada 
Representative: Ardynne Sprinkle (Theta)  

US Forum Southwest Regional Nevada 
Representative: Pat Goeppinger, Gamma 

Leading Women Educators, Impacting 
Education Worldwide  



 


